The

VINEYARD
Newsletter of The Lockport United Church of Christ
Open to God’s Spirit, we reach out in Love to the World and invite All to journey with us
An Open and Affirming Congregation

APRIL – MAY 2022
^ Holy Week Worship Schedule ^
Palm Sunday ~ April 10 ~ 10:30 am
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday. Our morning worship will center on the
theme of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, which culminates with the passion story
of the Christ.

Maundy Thursday ~ April 14 ~ 7:30 pm
Our journey through Holy Week continues with Maundy Thursday. This
moving worship service centers on the Last Supper with Jesus and his
disciples. As they did on that evening, we will share Holy Communion together.

Easter Sunday ~ April 17 ~ 10:30 am
The events of Holy Week culminate in the glorious celebration of Easter Sunday.
Our service will include the sharing of Holy Communion.

Welcome New Friends Sunday ~ April 10
Palm Sunday will be even more special, as we have chosen it as a
day to invite new friends to join us in worship. We are asking our
members to share an invitation with someone you know who is not
currently associated with a church fellowship, and may be open to
visiting with us.
Experience tells us that most people come to a new church
because they were invited by a friend or relative. We have
invitation note cards and fliers available that you may use as a tool
to pass on and extend that invitation.

Message from Pastor Rick
So What’s New ?!
To the Members and Friends of Lockport United Church of Christ:
Springtime greetings!
What is new with you? What’s that…? Nothing at all?! The remnants of crusty, dirty snow that
plague us in Western New York is old news. Troubling situations in our world continue to worsen.
It might be easy to lament with the Old Testament cynic that there is “nothing new under the sun.”
Or is there?
Within a short time we will be celebrating our belief that all has become new in Christ. Easter
is the sign that we can share in the resurrected life.
These are God’s promises:
!

“If anyone is in Christ, she or he is a new creation. The old has gone and the new
has come!” (2 Cor. 5:17)

!

“God’s compassions never fail. They are new every morning, great is God’s
faithfulness.” (Lam. 3:23)

!

“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
(Isaiah 43:19)

With the arrival of spring-like weather, many signs of new life will burst forth from the ground.
Where else do you see new life? Are you aware of how God is wanting to do something exciting
and new within you? Will you say ‘yes’ to God’s spring cleaning and lush, new growth?
Easter Sunday will soon be past, but we live each day as Easter people, sharing in God’s daily
mercies.
What’s new with you?!

Pastor Rick

Worship Themes
for April and May
Here is a list of worship themes
Pastor Rick has planned
for upcoming services.

April 3 – Fifth Sunday in Lent (with communion)
Text:
Isaiah 43:16-21
Sermon: A Way in the Sea
April 10 – Palm Sunday / Welcome New Friends Sunday
Text:
Luke 19:28-40
Sermon: The Stones Cry Out
April 14 – Maundy Thursday (7:30pm - with communion)
Text:
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Sermon: Table Manners
April 17 – Easter Sunday (with communion)
Text:
Luke 24:1-12
Sermon: An Idle Tale?
April 24 – Second Sunday of Easter

An envelope is included in this
newsletter for your Easter gift to
the church. It may be placed in
the offering plate on Easter, or
any other Sunday, or mailed to
the church. Extra envelopes are
available in the church narthex.
Checks should be payable to
Lockport UCC.
We know that you have many
choices available to share your
money with those in need. We
appreciate you including your
church in that giving.

Thank You!
(If you are receiving this online,
with no envelope, just include a
note with your check that it is
your Easter donation.)

Acts 10:34-43
Text:
Sermon: Eye Witnesses
May 1 – Third Sunday of Easter (with communion)
Rev. Scott Thomas will be our Guest Pastor
May 8 – Fourth Sunday of Easter / Mother’s Day
Text:
Proverbs 8:1-12
Sermon: The Feminine Divine
May 15 – Fifth Sunday of Easter
Text:
John 5:1-9
Sermon: By the Water
May 22 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
Text:
John 13:31-35
Sermon: By This Will Everyone Know
May 29 – Seventh Sunday of Easter
Lay led service with a sermon written by Pastor Rick

THE VINEYARD
A publication of The Lockport
United Church of Christ
98 East Avenue
Lockport, New York 14094
(716) 433-2545
The Vineyard is published
bi-monthly to keep members
and friends informed about
programs of the church
and news of its people.
Submissions Welcome
Deadline for Next Issue:
May 22, 2022

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
Our complete newsletter
and lots of other information
is available on our website at:

lockportucc.com

RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER
VIA E-MAIL
If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, just send
your e-mail address to Cyndy
It’s a quick and easy way
to get your newsletter, and
it will save the church money.

Order Your Easter
Memorial Plants
Please help us decorate the sanctuary
for Easter Sunday by ordering one or more plants for the altar.
They can be placed in memory of a loved one, or in celebration
of a special someone in your life. Memorials will be printed in
the Easter bulletin. You may take your plants home after the
Easter morning worship service.
Please order by April 10. You may place your order in the
offering plate, or contact Cyndy by phone, e-mail, or text.
Include the number and type of plant(s) you would like, and the
dedication that you would like to appear in the bulletin.
(Checks should be payable to Lockport UCC.)

Available Plants
Easter Lilies - $15.00 ea.
Mums - $12.00 ea. (assorted colors)
Tulips - $12.00 ea. (assorted colors)

    
HOW TO REACH US
Church Office
98 East Ave. 433-2545

Emergency Appeal for Ukraine
We are all very much aware of the recent events in Ukraine.
The horrible destruction, suffering, and death can be seen on
our TV screens every day.
Regardless of how and when this crisis will end, the people in
Ukraine, and the millions of refugees who have fled to find
safety for themselves and their children, need an enormous
amount of help - now and for a long time to come.
The United Church of Christ has initiated an emergency appeal
to provide aid to Ukraine. (Their announcement of this appeal
can be found on the next page.)

If you are Hospitalized
or in need of Pastoral Care
please contact Pastor Rick
or the Church Office

We will be participating in this effort by making the opportunity
available for our members to make donations throughout April.
(And beyond, if you so desire.) There is an envelope in this
newsletter that you may use to make your donation. (Checks
should be payable to Lockport UCC.) All money collected will
go directly to the UCC, who will then use it in partnership with
agencies on the ground in Ukraine and Europe.
(If you are receiving this online, with no envelope, just include
a note with your check that it is your donation for Ukraine.)

UCC – Ukraine Emergency Appeal
Situation Report
On February 24, the Russian military attacked Ukraine. Hundreds of thousands of persons have already
sought refuge outside of Ukraine. Others have remained in the country but are displaced from their
homes. The humanitarian crisis is accelerating in Ukraine and in neighboring countries as the violence
escalates and the number of people on the move multiplies.

UCC Response
The United Church of Christ is appealing for support for refugees who have fled Ukraine to neighboring
countries and for elderly and other vulnerable people who are displaced within Ukraine and unable to
leave. As a member of the ACT Alliance, UCC support is being targeted to people most in need through
humanitarian relief partners with a history of working in the region.
For example, Hungarian Interchurch Aid has been working along the Hungary-Ukraine border for years.
It is focusing its war relief in Ukraine to two border cities. In a 10-day span early in the conflict, it trucked
278 metric tons of food and non-food items into Ukraine for relief efforts there.
“We have 24-hour-a-day help on the Ukrainian side for people waiting to cross,” reported HIA
communicators Daniel Fekete and Kristof Gancs. “The queue of cars waiting to cross into Hungary has
at times reached 5-6 kilometers long. Some 200,000 refugees already have crossed into Hungary, and
many more are expected.
“It’s a rapidly changing situation. The number of people needing help will grow. We just heard of a place
near Romania that needs help. We’ll go there,” they said.
Aid also is being extended through Hungarian Reformed Church Aid, the relief agency of the Reformed
Church in Hungary. The UCC’s long-term relationship with the Reformed Church in Hungary is held
through the Europe and the Middle East Office of Global Ministries.
Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will
provide shelter, food, and other care to war
refugees and internally displaced people. It
also will help refugees and asylum seekers
from African, Middle Eastern and other
countries who had sought refugee in Ukraine
and now are twice displaced, as well as
citizens of more than 125 other countries living
in Ukraine.
Uniting in prayer, action, and giving, we stand
as a people of faith in love and compassion
with the people of Ukraine and all who are
affected, and with our global partners who are
welcoming those driven from their homes.
All donations will be deposited into the
International Disasters fund designated for
“Ukraine Relief.” Your generous financial
support will be used by our partners in the
areas of greatest need.

Daryna (name changed, left) plays at an aid station at
the Ukrainian-Hungarian border on March 2, 2022
where ACT Alliance member Hungarian Interchurch Aid
is assisting Ukrainian refugees. Her family fled from
near the Crimean Peninsula. (Photo copyright Antti
Yrjönen of Finn Church Aid, used with permission.)

Best Wishes to
Our Shut-in Members
Millie Wilson
passed away
on February 19,
at the age of 102.
There will be a
memorial service
on April 23,
11:00am, in
the Chapel
at the church.
We send our
condolences to
Suzanne, Doug,
and all of Millie’s
family and friends.
We hold them in
our prayers.

LaVerne Rongo
Elderwood
104 Old Niagara Rd.
Lockport, NY 14094
Linda Layer
Mt. View Assisted Living
5465 Upper Mountain Rd.
Room 408A
Lockport, NY 14094
David Payne
Lockport Rehab & Health Care Center
909 Lincoln Avenue
Lockport, NY 14094

~~~~~

Naomi Dice
passed away on
March 21, about
15 days shy of
turning 101.
We send our
condolences to her
son David, and all
of Naomi’s family.
We hold them in
our prayers.

Church Council
will meet on
April 10
and
May 8
following the
morning worship service

Adult
Studies

Tuesday Morning Group
Our Tuesday group meets at 10:00 am in the Mayflower Room.
See Nancy Sy if you would like to join them or need more
information.

Disciple Discussion Group
The Disciple class will continue to meet in April and May,
before taking a break for the summer.
We meet on Thursday evenings, 6:30 to 8:00, in the Chapel.
If you’d like to join us, please let Cyndy know so we can have
study materials prepared for you.

General Fund Summary
January 17 thru March 21
In the interest of keeping the
congregation informed, the Church
Council has opted to publish a
thumbnail sketch of our church
finances in each newsletter.
Income from Pledges & Offerings

6,346.01

Withdrawals From Investments

10,000.00

Total Expenses

13,720.82

4
13
19
23
30

Edna Stubbs
Tammy Dodge
Nolan Dodge
David Mullaney
Beverly Yotter

3
3
5
6
7
8
18
18
25
25
27
31

Susan Hagenbach
Don Henning
Elaine Babcock
Audrey Woolson
David Brandl
Beth Granchelli
Laura Liebovitch
Linda VanderWeide
Kim Rongo
Tom Zuercher
Ashley Pike
Lucinda Hohle

If you have questions at any time about
our finances, please feel free to contact me.
I am always happy to speak with you.
Cyndy Corrieri, Treasurer

Little Food Pantry
Please remember
supporting our Little
front of the church
donations of food.
help, we are doing a
needy families in
neighborhood!

to keep
Pantry in
with your
With your
lot to help
our own

Book Exchange
Our Book Exchange got a real boost recently! The Girl Scout
Troop that meets at the church collected books to supply our
little box. They brought us a lot of kids books, and quite a few
adult books. So we are well stocked for the time being.
Don’t forget about us though. The books disappear quickly especially the kids books - so we will still need to keep the
donations coming. We’re happy to take your books at any
time!

April 20, 1985
Debra & David Mullane

eekly Vine
The Weekly Vine continues to be published weeklyl. In the
Vine, we share the full sermon from that week, some highlights
from our service, and also any prayer concerns or news that
comes up.

Simple Fare
Dinners Resume
Edna and her crew of helpers
resumed serving our free
monthly dinners in March, to
assist those in our community
who struggle with food
insecurity
The dinners will be Take-Out
only, on the 4th Wednesday of
each month, between 5:00 and
6:00 PM.
Upcoming dinners are planned
for April 27 and May 25. If you
would like to help prepare or
serve meals, please contact
Edna to volunteer.

All of our shut-in members automatically receive the letter in
the mail. It is also be available to others via e-mail. If we
don’t have your e-mail, however, you will not receive it
unless you contact us.
If you would like to receive the Weekly Vine, just contact Cyndy
and provide your e-mail address. If you are receiving it and
would rather not, let Cyndy know that, too.
Help Us Keep In Touch
E-mails are a great way for us to get in touch with members
when there is a need – Snow cancellations, a meeting change,
etc. If we don’t have yours, please take a moment to send an
e-mail note to Cyndy, then we’ll have yours on file when we
need to be in touch quickly.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Strengthen the Church
UCC Offering
Each day, visions and dreams are created in the hearts of
many in the United Church of Christ. Through the Strengthen
the Church offering, they can become a reality. As God calls
our congregations to be “church” in new ways, your gift will
plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches,
and develop spiritual life in our youth and young adults.
Because of this offering, many more will hear the good news
that “God is still speaking.”

Our Church Cemetery
Plots in St. Peter’s Cemetery
are available for $800 each. If
you would like to purchase
plots, just call Dan Holler and
he will be happy to help you with
that.

Strengthen The Church (STC) is a special mission offering to
re-imagine and build the future of the UCC. Shared at the
conference and national levels, STC largely supports youth
ministries and full-time leaders for new churches in parts of the
country where the UCC voice has not been heard.
We will be accepting donations to the Strengthen the Church
offering throughout May. There will be offering envelopes in the
narthex at church, or just mail your gift to the church. Please
make checks payable to Lockport UCC.

Listening to Spring
by Macrina Wiederkehr
How quietly the earth breathes forth
new life.
How eagerly the sun bleeds forth
the spring.
I am listening.
I am listening to seeds breaking open,
to roots growing strong beneath the ground,
to green shoots rising up from winter wombs.
I am listening to thorns blossoming,
to barren branches laughing out new growth,
to wildflowers dancing through the meadows.
I am listening.
I am listening to the forest filling up with song.
I am listening to the earth filling up with life.
I am listening to trees filling up with leaves.
I am listening.
I am listening to the sky with its many changing moods,
to flashes of lightening, peals of thunder,
to opening buds and greening grass.
I am listening to the breaking forth of light
in the vestibule of dawn.
I am listening to the freshness of the morning.
I am listening.
I am listening to rain drops giving hope to thirsty gardens.
I am listening to the orchards pregnant with new life.
I am listening to the flowers bursting forth in rainbow colors.
I am listening.
I am listening to the brook, to the song of happy waters.
I am listening to music rising up from all the earth.
I am listening to spring soaring in on wings of life.
I am listening to the sounds of spring.
I am listening.
I am listening to prayers pouring out from feathered throats.
I am listening to prayer rising up from misty waters.
I am listening to prayers of a meadow crowned with dawn.
I am listening.
I am listening to the growing in the garden of my heart.
I am listening to my heart singing songs of resurrection.
I am listening to the colors of life.
I am listening.
I am listening to winter handing over spring.
I am listening to the poetry of spring.
I am listening.

Souper Bowl
Results
On Super Bowl Sunday we
collected $153.50. The money
went to support the food pantry
at NIACAP.
Many thanks to all who
donated. This will go a long
way to alleviate hunger in our
community!

~~~~~
RIP Medical
Debt Relief
Remember our little collection
box in the narthex. It’s ready to
accept your loose change for
our continuing mission project
to pay off medical debt for
those who are burdened. A
little goes a long way!

