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AUGUST – SEPTEMBER 2022
Planning for the Future
There is much for us to be proud of as the congregation of Lockport UCC. We have a long history of
faithful worship and service. That tradition continues today as we worship together, share Bible study
classes, and engage in numerous mission projects to benefit the community.
However, we are all well aware that our church has been in decline for a number of years. Membership
and financial giving is down, forcing us to dip into our dwindling investment funds to pay the bills.
The Church Council has been discussing this problem with great concern. When Pastor Rick came to
us, it was decided that we would spend a year doing the best we could to improve our situation. This we
have done faithfully. But the time has come to face the current realities and assess what the future will
be for this church.

Now we want to hear from you. To begin this process the
Council, in conjunction with Pastor Rick, has put together a
survey which will be going out to our members and friends
in the next week or so. It is so important that you share your
thoughts about the church as we seek to find the right path
for our future.
When you receive your survey, please consider it carefully
and fill it out with your honest opinions. Then return it to the
church as soon as possible, no later than August 31st.

Congregational Meeting
On Sunday, September 18, following the morning worship service, we will hold a congregational
meeting to further discuss the results of the survey and continue with planning for the future. All
members and interested friends are encourage to attend and be part of this important conversation.

Message from Pastor Rick
Hello Lockport UCC folk!
Summer is at its mid-point as I write to you once again from my porch
on an early morning with coffee at hand. I was able to take a week
of my vacation allotment in July and returned yesterday to worship
with you after a Sunday away. It’s always a joy for me to see your
faces and to interact with people before and after the service. After
a year in ministry and worship together, I feel very much at home with
all of you and thank you for trusting me with the spiritual care of the congregation.
I will be taking some more vacation weeks in August and am thankful for my friend Rev. Scott Thomas
who will be preaching on the Sundays when I am away. He is a great preacher and story-teller, and I
know you will appreciate his sermons and leadership in worship.
On Sunday, August 7 from 1-5 p.m., Leroy and I will be hosting an open house at our home for friends,
family, and neighbors. I would be especially honored if any members and friends of Lockport UCC are
able to attend. We have planned to have an open house to celebrate our return to Western NY ever
since we moved back. The pandemic has thwarted those plans for more than two years, so we are
excited to finally be able to welcome friends to our home.
August 1, 1982 was the first day I served as a licensed local pastor in the United Methodist Church. I
was assigned to three small rural churches in Allegany County at the age of twenty. It’s hard for me to
believe that I am completing my fortieth year since beginning pastoral ministry. I’m grateful for these
“bonus years” with you in Lockport and trust that God will use all of our efforts together for good.
As always, I encourage you to let me know how I can provide pastoral care to you and your loved ones.
Please do not ever hesitate to contact me when I may do so.

Blessings and Peace!
Pastor Rick

Congratulations!
To Pastor Rick on his
40 years of Ministry!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
Our complete newsletter
and lots of other information
is available on our website at:

lockportucc.com

RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER
VIA E-MAIL
If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, just send
your e-mail address to Cyndy
It’s a quick and easy way
to get your newsletter, and
it will save the church money.

Here is a list of Worship Themes Pastor Rick
has planned for Upcoming Services
August 7 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
(with communion)
Rev. Scott Thomas will be our Guest Pastor
August 14 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Scott Thomas will be our Guest Pastor
August 21 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Scott Thomas will be our Guest Pastor
August 28 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Luke 14:1, 7-14
Sermon: Guess Who’s Coming for Dinner?

HOW TO REACH US
Church Office
98 East Ave. 433-2545

September 4 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
(with communion)
Text: Jeremiah 18:1-11
Sermon: In the Potter’s Hands
September 11 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Luke 15:1-10
Sermon: Just One
September 18 – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Sermon: Is There No Balm in Gilead?
September 25 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

If you are Hospitalized
or in need of Pastoral Care
please contact Pastor Rick
or the Church Office

Text: Luke 16:19-31
Sermon: The Great Divide

Help Us
Keep In Touch

Blessings to Our
Shut-in Members
Linda Layer
Mt. View Assisted Living
5465 Upper Mountain Rd.
Room 408A
Lockport, NY 14094

E-mails are a great way for us
to get in touch with members
when there is a need – Snow
cancellations, a meeting
change, etc. If we don’t have
yours, please take a moment
to send an e-mail note to
Cyndy, then we’ll have yours on
file when we need to be in touch
quickly.

Beverly Yotter
Brookdale of Niagara
6751 Nash Rd.
N. Tonawanda, NY 14120
David Payne
Lockport Rehab & Health Care Center
909 Lincoln Avenue
Lockport, NY 14094

Simple Fare
Dinners for
August and
September
Edna and her crew of helpers are continuing to serve our free
monthly dinners to assist those in our community who struggle
with food insecurity
The dinners are served as Take-Out only, on the 4th
Wednesday of each month, between 5:00 and 6:00 PM.
Upcoming dinners are planned for August 24 and September
28. If you can help prepare or serve meals, or make deserts
please contact Edna to volunteer.

THE VINEYARD
A publication of The Lockport
United Church of Christ
98 East Avenue
Lockport, New York 14094
(716) 433-2545
The Vineyard is published
bi-monthly to keep members
and friends informed about
programs of the church
and news of its people.

Submissions Welcome
Deadline for Next Issue:
September 18, 2022

Lockport CARES
Offering
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Easton Rongo
Ashley Xuercher
Bryan Gritmacher
David Payne
Linda Rongo
Nathan Bechtold
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31

Charles Roberts
Sue Cruickshank
Daniel Holler
Cyndy Corrieri
Luca Pelligrina
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Caiden Paul
Betty Smith
Ann Dodge
Xavier Haseley
Rebecca Mietlowski
Suzanne Wilson
Kathleen Paszkiewicz
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17
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20
20

Enzo Rongo
Tina Zuba
Kathryn Petrie
Karen Henn
Arlene Gebo
Trever Mietlowski

Lockport CARES is an
emergency homeless shelter
serving the needs of Lockport
and Niagara County.
They describe their Mission
this way:
"In response to God's love
shown to us through Jesus
Christ, Lockport CARES opens
its doors to women, men and
families with children who find
themselves in need by providing
emergency shelter, material
needs, and compassionate care
with dignity and respect."
Lockport UCC has supported
Lockport CARES since its
inception. To continue that
support, we will be accepting
your donations throughout the
month of September.
If you wish to make a donation
just place it in the collection
plate on any Sunday, or mail it
to the church.

Aug. 8, 1981 - James & Linda Rongo
Aug. 18, 1962 - George & Susan Cruickshank
Aug. 27, 1977 - Larry & Karen Henn

Please make your check
payable to Lockport UCC and
note that it is for “CARES”.

Sept. 3, 2001 - Chuck & Tina Pike
Sept. 10, 2016 - Kathleen & David Paszkiewicz
Sept. 29, 1990 - Dan & Beth Holler

General Fund
Summary
May 23 thru July 23
In the interest of keeping the congregation informed, the
Church Council has opted to publish a thumbnail sketch of our
church finances in each newsletter.
Income from Pledges & Offerings

4,793.00

Other Income

398.00

Total Income

5,191.00

Withdrawals From Investments

5,000.00

Total Expenses

13,043.32

If you have questions at any time about
our finances, please feel free to contact me.
I am always happy to speak with you.

Little Food Pantry
Thanks to everyone who has
been supporting our Little
Pantry in front of the church.
Please keep bringing your
donations of food. With your
help, we are doing a lot to help
needy families in our own
neighborhood!

Cyndy Corrieri, Treasurer

Church Council
will not meet in August,
but will meet following worship
on September 11

Our Church Cemetery
Plots in St. Peter’s Cemetery are
available for $800 each. If you would
like to purchase plots, just call Dan
Holler and he will be happy to help you
with that.

Little Library
Please remember to keep our
Little Library in mind, too. It’s
very popular, and we have been
sharing a lot of books with our
community.
Please hold off on bringing any
adult books for the time being.
We have a large supply of those
at the moment.
We continue to need books for
kids, however. Those are the
most popular and they go
quickly.

Covid
Restrictions
for Worship
Services
The Church Council has
decided to keep some of our
Covid safety precautions in
place for the time being.
Numbers have been on the rise
recently, and our area (Niagara
& Erie Counties) are in the “red”
zone for infection rates. The
Council is continuously
monitoring this and will make
changes as the situation allows.
Please be considerate of their
decision, and understand that
they are trying to protect our
members and visitors.
 You may remove your
mask while sitting in the
pew, but please wear a
mask over your nose and
mouth at all other times
while in the building
 We ask that you NOT come
to worship if you, or anyone
in your household, have any
cold or flu type symptoms,
have had any recent
possible exposure to Covid,
have traveled recently, or
have any other reason to
think that you could possibly
put others at risk.
 If you test positive for
Covid after attending
worship or other meeting at
church, please notify the
church immediately.

Adult
Studies

Tuesday Morning Group
Our Tuesday group continues to meet at 10:00 am in the
Mayflower Room. See Nancy Sy if you would like to join them
or need more information.

Disciple Discussion Group
The Disciple class is taking a break for the summer. We will be
resuming in the Fall. (date to be determined) We meet on
Thursday evenings, 6:30 to 8:00, in the Chapel.
If you are interested in joining us, or need more information,
please let Cyndy know.

eekly Vine
The Vine continues to be published weekly. In the Vine, we
share the full sermon from that week, some highlights from our
service, and also any prayer concerns or news that comes up.
All of our shut-in members automatically receive the letter in
the mail. It is also be available to others via e-mail. If we
don’t have your e-mail, however, you will not receive it
unless you contact us.
If you would like to receive the Weekly Vine, just contact Cyndy
and provide your e-mail address. If you are receiving it and
would rather not, let Cyndy know that, too.

PRAYER FOR SUMMERTIME
Loving God, Creator of all times and places, we
thank you for the gift of summertime, the days
of light, warmth and leisure.
Thank you for the beauty that surrounds us
everywhere we look: the multi-colored flowers,
the deep blue of the sky, the tranquil surface of
lakes, the laughter of children at play, people
strolling in parks, families gathered around
picnic tables and the more time to spend with
family and friends.
As we open our eyes and ears to the landscape
of nature and people, open our hearts to
receive all as gift. Give us that insight to see
you as the Divine Artist. Help us to realize and
appreciate that you are laboring to keep all in
existence. Warm our souls with the awareness
of your presence.
Let all the gifts we enjoy this summer deepen
our awareness of your love so that we may
share this with others and enjoy a summertime
of re-creation.
AMEN

