
THE   VINEYARD
Newsletter of The Lockport United Church of Christ

Open to God’s Spirit, we reach out in Love
to the World and invite All to journey with us

An Open and Affirming Congregation

DECEMBER 2021 – JANUARY  2022

Advent / Christmas Worship Schedule
Throughout this season we gather for worship each Sunday,

as we anticipate and prepare to celebrate the JOY of Christmas.
We invite you to join us for these special services! 

1st Sunday of Advent - November 28

Lighting the Advent Candle: “Hope”

Luke 21: 25-36

Sermon:  “Stay Awake!”

3rd Sunday of Advent - December 12

Lighting the Advent Candle: “Joy”

Luke 1: 11-20. 23-25

Sermon:  “Too Good to Be True?”

2nd Sunday of Advent - December 5

Lighting the Advent Candle: “Peace”

Mark 1: 1-8

Sermon:  “A Highway for God”

4th Sunday of Advent - December 19

Lighting the Advent Candle: “Love”

Luke 1: 39-56

Sermon:  “Mary’s Song”

Christmas Eve
December 24 - 11:00 PM

Lighting the Christ Candle

Luke 2:1-20

Sermon:  “Good News of Great Joy”



From the Pastor

One of my very clear memories from childhood is counting down
the days leading to Christmas.  As a six or seven year-old, it
seemed as though Christmas would never arrive.  My family
sometimes had an Advent calendar with little tabs to open for
each day.  Instead of making the wait an enjoyable experience,
the Advent calendar seemed to make December seem
excruciatingly long.  I wanted to just rush to the last date on the
calendar instead of creeping there one day at a time.  

Now that I have passed the half-century mark, plus another
decade, the days of December (and to be truthful, all the days

of the year) seem to fly by with astonishing speed.  It’s as though I have to consciously note every
day and its position on the calendar so I will not lose track of days and find myself fast-forwarded
to the next week or month.  Every day is so filled with potential and opportunity; it would be a
shame to lose track of even one.

Advent is a season of the Church year that is filled with potential and opportunity.  As we wait,
counting each day and marking each Sunday with the lighting of the Advent wreath, there is the
opportunity for heightened awareness of each day and its gifts.  

We will soon wrap up 2021 and start a new year together.  I’m grateful for the year ahead as well
as for the commitments made in November during our stewardship emphasis.  We trust that
God’s grace and wisdom will fill us as we enter into a new year of ministry together in 2022.

Thank you, all, for the blessing of being your pastor.  I look forward to the special moments we
will share during the Advent season, the days of Christmas, and the start of a New Year.  May
God’s blessings of hope, love, peace, and joy be yours now and always!

With gratitude,
Pastor Rick
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Christmas Memorial

Plants

Poinsettias are a must to make our sanctuary
look festive for the Advent and Christmas
season.  Plants are available for purchase as
memorials, and may be taken home following
our Christmas Eve service.

Plants will be placed on the chancel area, and
dedications will be printed in the Christmas Eve 
bulletins. The dedication may be in memory of a
loved one, or in celebration of a person or
blessing in your life. 

This year, our poinsettias will be purchased from
the Mental Health Association in Lockport, who
are selling them as a fund-raiser.  So when you
purchase a plant you will be helping Lockport
UCC beautify our church for the holidays, and
supporting the MHA, a valuable non-profit
agency in our own community.

Poinsettias are available in Red, White or Pink.
6" pots (1 branch) are $10.00 each
8" pots (3 branch) are $20.00 each

Plants had to be ordered by November 18, so a
limited number are available.  If you would like to
purchase one or more plants, please let Cyndy
know and we’ll do our best to fill your order.

Let us know what size and color you would like,
and the dedication as you would like it printed. 
Make checks payable to Lockport UCC.

In your Holiday Giving, we hope you will
remember Your Church. An envelope for your
Christmas donation to Lockport UCC is found in
this newsletter, and may be placed in the
collection plate throughout December, or mailed
to the church. Thank You!

Church Council
will meet on

December 12 & January 9
following the morning worship service

mailto:mutts772@prodigy.net


How to Reach Us

Church Office
98 East Ave.   433-2545

If you are Hospitalized
or in need of Pastoral Care
please contact Pastor Rick

or the Church Office

Winter Celebrations

Throughout Advent (and a bit beyond)  we will be
presenting a 6-week series to highlight some
celebration days from this time of the year in
other traditions.

Edna Stubbs will be preparing take-home
packets that will be available each Sunday after
worship. In the packets will be information and a
treat that will help us understand the origins and
customs of that particular celebration day.

Many thanks to Edna for this lovely idea!
Here’s the schedule of celebration day packets:

Nov. 28 - Hanukkah

Dec. 5 - St. Nicholas Day

Dec. 12 - St. Lucia’s Day

Dec. 19 - Winter Solstice, 
Navajo & SW Indian Tribes

Jan. 2 - Kwanza

Jan. 9 - Three Kings Day

We will NOT hold a Worship

Service on the day after

Christmas, December 26

Check Out Our Website
Our complete newsletter (in COLOR)

as well as lots of other great information
is available on our website. 

   Check it out at:
  lockportucc.com

If you would like to receive your  newsletter  via
e-mail, just send your e-mail address to Cyndy 

It’s a quick and easy way to get your newsletter,
and it will save the church money.

mailto:ccorrieri@rochester.rr.com


Food Pantry

Collection

Community Dinner
December 22

Take-Out Only
5 - 6:30 pm

Joy of Giving

In keeping with our tradition at
this time of year, we will be
offering opportunities for our
members to share with those in
need.  Christmas is a
wonderful time to remember
how blessed we are, and share
with others. (You may bring items in at any time
throughout December.)

Our mitten tree will be in
the church narthex
ready to accept your
donations of mittens,
gloves, hats, or scarves.
They will be used locally
to help warm a less
fortunate boy or girl’s
winter.

We will also be collecting toys for local kids.
These will be donated to the YWCA to help
brighten a less fortunate child’s Christmas.
(Please do NOT wrap your toy.)

On December 19, we will
be collecting donations of
non-perishable foods for
the local food pantry. So
many of our neighbors are
in need, and our donations
will be a blessing to a
family’s Christmas dinner.

to Our Shut-In Members

LaVerne Rongo – Millie Wilson
Elderwood - 104 Old Niagara Rd.

Lockport, NY 14094

Naomi Dice
Heritage Manor - 41 Lexington Court

Lockport, NY 14094

Linda Layer
Mt. View Assisted Living

5465 Upper Mountain Rd.- Room 408A
Lockport, NY 14094

David Payne
Briarwood - 1001 Lincoln Ave.

Lockport, NY 14094



UCC Christmas Fund Offering

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active
and retired clergy and lay employees of the
United Church of Christ for over 100 years,
providing emergency grants, supplementation of
small annuities and health premiums, and
Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each
December to our lower-income retirees.

We will be accepting donations throughout
December. If you wish to contribute, you may
simply drop it in the collection plate or mail it to
the church. Please note that it is for the UCC
Christmas Fund. (Checks should be payable to
Lockport UCC.)

CROP Walk Results

Lockport UCC raised $815
for this year’s CROP Walk for Hunger.

Many Thanks to
everyone who donated !!!

Our Church
Cemetery

Plots in St. Peter’s
Cemetery  are available 
for  $800 each. If you
would like to purchase
plots, just call Dan Holler 
and he will be happy to
help you with that.

2022 Pledge Drive

Many thanks to everyone who has made a
pledge or donation for 2022. Your support is
certainly appreciated!

If you have not yet made your pledge to the
church for 2022, please do so as soon as
possible. Cards may be dropped in the collection
plate or mailed to the church.

(If you have any questions or need another
pledge card please call Cyndy)

Congregational Meeting
January 23

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held
on January 23, following the morning worship
service. 

Reports from the Council & Committees will be
made, election of officers for 2022, and a
complete financial report for 2021.

If you are responsible for a report, please have it
to Cyndy no later than January 16.

RIP Medical Debt Relief
Just a reminder that our ongoing mission project 
to support medical debt relief continues. There is
a collection box in the church narthex.

Your pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters can
add up to do a lot of good – remember, this debt
is bought for only pennies on the dollar!



Bible

Study

Groups

Disciple

Discussion

Group

Disciple is taking a
break fo r  the
holidays, but will
resume gatherings
after the new year. 

If you’d like to join us, please let Cyndy know so
we can have study materials prepared for you.

Tuesday Morning Group

Our Tuesday group meets at 10:00 am in the
Mayflower Room.  See Nancy Sy if you would
like to join them or need more information.

Please remember to keep
supporting our little pantry in
front of the church building
with donations of food.

Remember the foods must
be  non -per i shab les– 
anything that will be OK in
the box where it may get
warm or cold.

With your support, we can help feed the needy
families in our own community!

Little Library
Next to the little pantry is our little library, for
people to give or take books. We have a fairly
good supply of books for adults, but have run out
of children’s books - which are the most popular!

If you can contribute some children’s books, it
can mean a lot to a child to be able to own some
books of their own – children in our community
whose family may not be able to afford to buy
them.

Budget Approved

At our congregational meeting
on November 21, the  Council 
presented  the  proposed 
budget.  A budget of
$78,104.84 for 2022 was
approved by congregational vote.

By-Laws Amended

Also at the congregational meeting, the Council
recommended five changes to our church by-
laws, to better reflect the current size of the
congregation. These were approved by vote of
the congregation.

Here’s a summary of the changes:

• Office of Church Clerk removed – Instead
of a Church Clerk, the Church Council will
elect one of it’s members to serve as
secretary, who will record the minutes from
Council meetings and congregational
meetings.

•  Office of Moderator removed – Instead of
a Moderator, the President of the Council will
moderate congregational meetings.

• Memorial Committee changed to Memorial
Secretary – Duties remain the same.

• Nominating Committee removed – Instead
of a Nominating Committee, the Church
Council will prepare the list of nominees for
congregational vote at annual meeting.

• Term limits removed for Council and PPR
Committee – The Church Council will make
every effort to fill vacancies by rotating
current office-holders off and replacing with
new members whenever possible. Removing
the term limits allows currently serving
members to remain in office, however, if
replacements cannot be found.

If you would like a copy of the complete church
by-laws, as amended, they will be available soon
at the church, or contact Cyndy to have one sent
to you.



eekly Vine

General Fund Summary
September 27 thru November 20, 2021

Income from Pledges
   & Offerings            5,048.14
Other Income    450.00

Total Income 5,498.14

Total Expenses          13,833.77

If you have  questions  at  any  time  about our
finances,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me.
I am always happy to speak with you.

Cyndy Corrieri, Treasurer

The Weekly Vine was initially begun as a means
of keeping in touch while the church was closed.
Now that we’ve re-opened, we have continued it
to reach out to folks who cannot attend worship
– primarily our shut-ins 

In the Vine, we share the full sermon from that
week, some highlights from our service, and also
any prayer concerns or news that comes up.

All of our shut-in members will automatically
receive the letter in the mail.  It will also be
available to others via e-mail.  We do not have
everyone’s e-mail, however, so if we don’t have
yours, or it is not current, you will not receive it
unless you contact us.

If you would like to receive the Weekly Vine, just
contact Cyndy and provide your e-mail address.
If you are receiving it and would rather not, let
Cyndy know that, too.

 ... Safely
Here’s some things to be aware of
if you attend services on Sundays.

• You may remove your mask while sitting in
the pew, but please wear a mask at all other
times while in the building.

• Keep a distance of at least 6 feet between
yourself and anyone who is not part of your
household.

• Please dress appropriately for the weather, or
bring a sweater. Doors and/or windows may
be open and fans on no matter the
temperature to promote better ventilation.

• There will be no hymnals or Bibles available.
If you wish to use a Bible, please bring one
with you.

• Attendance will be taken each week, in case
contact tracing is necessary. If you attend
worship, and later find out you are Covid
positive, please notify the church
immediately.

• Temperatures will be taken as you enter. We
ask that you NOT come to worship if you
have any cold or flu type symptoms, have
had any recent possible exposure to Covid,
have traveled recently, or have any other
reason to think that you could possibly put
others at risk.

We have had several instances of people
attending worship that have cold symptoms
themselves, or others in their household do.
Since the symptoms of Covid can be the
same, we ask that you please err on the side
of caution and not attend worship or church
activities while experiencing symptoms.

If we all follow these guidelines,
we can worship together safely.

We ask for your patience, understanding,
and consideration of others’ feelings.



Anniversaries

“Very few people know that the
cornerstone of this church

is actually a fruitcake made by
Sarah Hodges for Christmas, 1915.”

5 Jean Boots
7 Debra Mullaney
7 Rod Peters
11 Richard Dodge II
14 Elizabeth Dodge
15 Tom Reid
17 Laura Peters
18 Rol Sy
18 Cheryl Turner
27 Linda Layer
27 John Wright
27 Ruth Laese

2 Savino Pelligrina
11 Oliver Mietlowski
11 James Rongo
12 Gary Henning
17 Debbie Irwin
19 Melody Zuercher
21 Jeff Boots
22 George Cruickshank
25 Melissa Gritzmacher
30 Carl VanderWeide
31 Skip Dodge

Dec. 5, 1981 - Carl & Linda VanderWeide
Dec. 30, 1967 - Nancy & Rol Sy
Jan. 5, 1973 - Sam & Cyndy Corrieri
Jan. 16, 1987 - Bobbi & Al Gritzmacher
Jan. 18, 1992 - Tom & Melody Zuercher



A Christmas Blessing
by Joyce Rupp

i May there be harmony in all your relationships.  May sharp words, envious thoughts, and
hostile feelings be dissolved.

i May you give and receive love generously.  May this love echo in your heart like the joy of
church bells on a clear December day.

i May each person who comes into your life be greeted as another Christ.  May the honor given
the Babe of Bethlehem be that which you extend to every guest who enters your presence.

i May the hope of this sacred season settle into your soul.  May it be a foundation of courage
for you when times of distress occupy your inner land.

i May the wonder and awe that fills the eyes of children be awakened within you.  May it lead
you to renewed awareness and appreciation of whatever you too easily take for granted.

i May the bonds of love for one another be strengthened as you gather with your family and
friends around the table of festivity and nourishment.

i May you daily open the gift of your life and be grateful for the hidden treasure it contains.

i May the coming year be one of good health for you.  May you have energy and vitality. May
you care well for your body, mind, and spirit.

i May you keep your eye on the Star within you and trust this Luminescent Presence to guide
and direct you each day.

i May you go often to the Bethlehem of your heart and visit the One who offers you peace. May
you bring this peace into our world.

A light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness will not overcome it.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
is coming into the world. 

We who wait on the Lord 
are filled with hope!  Amen!

Have a Blessed Christmas !


