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FEBRUARY – MARCH 2022

Worship Themes
for February and March
Here is a list of worship themes
Pastor Rick has planned
for upcoming services.

March 2 – Ash Wednesday
Text:
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Sermon: Ashes to Ashes
February 6 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Luke 5:1-11
Text:
Sermon: By Invitation Only
February 13 – Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Mark 1:29-39
Text:
Sermon: Looking for Jesus
February 20 – Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Text:
Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Sermon: Forgiveness
February 27 – Transfiguration Sunday
Text:
Luke 9:28-36
Sermon: On the Mountain

March 6 – First Sunday in Lent
Text:
Luke 4:1-13
Sermon: Temptation
March 13 – Second Sunday in Lent
Text:
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-17
Sermon: Laughing at God
March 20 – Third Sunday in Lent
Text:
Luke 13:1-9
Sermon: Another Chance
March 27 – Fourth Sunday in Lent
Text:
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-22
Sermon: Family Matters

Thank You From Pastor Rick . . .

February 6

"Wow! I was so deeply moved and grateful for
the beautiful hand-woven, colorful stole from
Guatamala that was presented to me from the
church for Christmas! Thank you so much for
this very generous gift. It is a joy to serve as
your pastor, and I look forward to wearing the
stole in worship and sharing together in the New
Year ahead.
Peace! - Pastor Rick

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held
on February 6, following the morning worship
service. (This was postponed 2 weeks so that
Pastor Rick may attend.)
Reports from the Council & Committees will be
made, election of officers for 2022, and a
complete financial report for 2021.

Lenten Season Begins
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday,
which falls on March 2 this year. We will observe
the day with a worship service in the Sanctuary
at 7:30 pm.
Lenten services will then continue each Sunday
leading up to Holy Week, Palm Sunday, and
Easter.
Lent is a time to reflect on our spiritual health
and prepare our hearts and minds to receive the
gift of Easter. Attending services, and hearing
Pastor Rick’s messages, can help us do that.
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Valentine Thoughts
It’s almost here. Valentine’s Day is smack in the middle of February. What do you do for Valentine’s
Day? Are you the mushy type who delights in sending sentimental cards and boxes of candy? I will
probably spend some time looking for just the right card for Leroy. I might even buy some flowers…
please keep it a secret!
Love is a strange thing. Scott Peck (author of The Road Less Travelled) somewhat cynically suggested
that falling in love is a trick of nature designed to trap us into a committed relationship. That doesn’t
sound very romantic (at all!) but he reminds us that true, lasting love isn’t just something that we “fall into”
(and can just as easily “fall out of.”) Instead, genuine love is a conscious choice to care for another
person and to desire what is best for the other.
Jesus had a lot to say about love:
“Love one another, as I have loved you.”
“This is my commandment, that you love one another.”
Again, the idea is that love is a choice that requires the exercise of our will.
How do you show love to the people who are closest to you? Do you love with actions as well as words?
Perhaps the greatest thing we can do is spend time with the people who are closet to us. Cutting out
non-essential busyness is one step toward creating both quality and quantity time with our loved ones.
During the month of February… and March… and on throughout the year, may we be aware of God’s
amazing, unconditional love for each one of us, and may we find new and extravagant ways to express
that love to others!

Blessings and peace to you!
Pastor Rick

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
Our complete newsletter and lots of other
information is available on our website.

Check it out at:
lockportucc.com

RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA E-MAIL

Sunday
February 13

If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, just send
your e-mail address to Cyndy

On SUPER Bowl Sunday, we will be accepting
your donations of money for the SOUPER Bowl.

It’s a quick and easy way
to get your newsletter, in color,
and it will save the church money.

The SOUPER Bowl is a national campaign to
collect donations for food pantries and other
programs to alleviate hunger.
All money collected by our church will stay in our
community and go directly to a local food pantry.

Church Council
will meet on February 13 & March 13
following the morning worship service

HOW TO REACH US
Church Office
98 East Ave. 433-2545
So, before you go to
bed on March 12, be
sure to move your
clocks ahead one hour.

March 13
Our Church Cemetery
Plots in St. Peter’s Cemetery are available for
$800 each. If you would like to purchase plots,
just call Dan Holler and he will be happy to help
you with that.

If you are Hospitalized
or in need of Pastoral Care
please contact Pastor Rick
or the Church Office

We Have
a New
Sunshine
Person!
Linda Layer has
generously agreed to
serve as the new
“Sunshine Person” for our church.
Our Sunshine Person sends cards and notes out
to members of the church for various occasions
– those who are ill or going through a rough time,
special birthdays or anniversaries, holidays, etc.
This is one way we try to support our
congregation and keep in touch.

6
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9
11
11

Scott Mietlowski
Marayna Ferrari
Makenna Hoste
Anna Cruickshank
Dianna Allen

We want thank Linda for agreeing to serve the
church in this important way!

1
Patricia Hall
4
Remington Mietlowski
9
Ken Klino
11 Beth Holler
13 Marlene Westcott
19 LaVerne Rongo
30 Jill Driskel

Best
Wishes to
Our Shutin Members
LaVerne Rongo – Millie Wilson
Elderwood - 104 Old Niagara Rd.
Lockport, NY 14094
Naomi Dice
Heritage Manor - 41 Lexington Court
Lockport, NY 14094
Linda Layer
Mt. View Assisted Living
5465 Upper Mountain Rd.- Room 408A
Lockport, NY 14094

March 1, 1975
Beth & John Granchelli

David Payne
Lockport Rehab & Health Care Center
909 Lincoln Avenue - Lockport, NY 14094

March 20, 1976
Cheryl & Tom Reid

Year-end statements
of giving were mailed
out in January. If you
made any donation to
the church in 2021 you
should have received
one. If you did not, and
you think an error has
been made, please
contact Cyndy.

RIP
Progress Report
Our continuing mission
project for RIP Medical
Debt Relief has been quite
successful, so we just
wanted to give you a little
update on how your donations have added up.

If you did receive a statement and it does not
reconcile with your records, please contact
Cyndy about that, too.

In 2021 we collected a total of $448.15.
That brings us to a total of $719.93
since we started.

Many thanks to everyone who supported the
church in 2021!

Since RIP can pay off about one dollar’s worth of
debt for every penny they receive, that means
our donations have made it possible to pay off
almost $72,000 worth of medical debt for
someone who is living with the burden of
crushing medical bills.
I think we can all be proud of what we’ve done so
far! Keep feeding your loose change (or dollars)
into the collection box in the narthex and we can
change even more lives!

General Fund Summary
November 21, 2021 thru January 16
In the interest of keeping the congregation
informed, the Church Council has opted to
publish a thumbnail sketch of our church
finances in each newsletter.
Income from Pledges
& Offerings
Other Income

9,699.25
375.00

Total Income

10,074.25

Total Expenses

13,071.66

If you have questions at any time about our
finances, please feel free to contact me.
I am always happy to speak with you.
Cyndy Corrieri, Treasurer

Who is helped by this fund? Here are a couple of
notes from recipients of this debt relief:
“This relief came just in time for me, and I can’t
begin to thank you enough! I am a single mother
fighting Multiple Sclerosis. Having my medical
debt taken care of in this way is more help than
you will ever know! What a relief this has been
for me and my family. Thank you, thank you,
thank you. From the bottom of my heart, thank
you!
“I’m a single mother, and medical debt has been
hanging over my head for years. I was
completely defeated and was convinced I would
never be able to pay a bill this large. I cannot
describe how grateful I am for this. When I
received the letter in the mail, I was shocked.
When I found out it was legitimate I started
crying. I’m still in disbelief. Thank you so
incredibly much.”

Please remember to
keep supporting our
Little Pantry in front of
the church with
donations of food.
And don’t forget books
for the Little Library next
to it, too. (We especially
need children’s books)
With your help, these two little boxes are doing a
lot to help needy families in our own
neighborhood!

Disciple
Discussion
Group
Disciple has resumed
meetings after taking a
few weeks off for the
h o l i d a ys . W e a r e
currently doing a 7-part
series entitled, “Painting
the Stars - Science,
Religion, and an
Evolving Faith”
After that, we will be starting a Lenten series,
“Jesus Sees Women.”
We meet on Thursday evenings, 6:30 to 8:00, in
the Chapel. If you’d like to join us, please let
Cyndy know so we can have study materials
prepared for you.

We may be small in
numbers, but our
members have big
hearts!
This year’s Christmas
Giving was no exception.
There were generous
donations to all our
holiday mission projects.
Thank you to everyone
who donated!

hhhhh
We collected a LOT of hats and mittens. There
were all sizes, some were homemade. You also
brought a LOT of toys for kids. Quite a variety,
for all ages.
These all went to the YWCA’s Domestic Violence
Program. Women with children that come into
the program often have fled their household with
next to nothing. Your gifts allow the program to
give them warm hats & mittens, and be sure the
little ones get a Christmas present.
The staff were VERY appreciative of the
donations, and impressed with how much we
donated this year. They asked us to relay their
heartfelt THANKS!

hhhhh
We collected for the Food Pantry in November
and December. Your donations were divided
each time between a local pantry and some used
in our own little pantry out front.

hhhhh
Our poinsettias this year were purchased from
the local Mental Health Association, who do an
annual fund-raising sale. Your plant purchases
did double-good by beautifying our sanctuary
and supporting this local organization.

Tuesday Morning Group

Thanks so much for your support of our
poinsettia & wreath sale. It was our best year yet!

Our Tuesday group meets at 10:00 am in the
Mayflower Room. See Nancy Sy if you would
like to join them or need more information.

Dan Colpoys,
Executive Director
MHA Niagara County

“Just as you did it to the least
of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.”
(Matthew 25:40)
God is most tangibly present in this world where
people hunger, thirst, lack adequate clothing and
shelter, and are sick or imprisoned. Christ claims
people who suffer as family members. Christ is
so present in them that when you feed the
hungry, care for the sick, welcome the stranger
– you feed, and care for, and welcome Christ.
When you give through OGHS to those who
suffer from natural disasters, war, or systemic
poverty, you let them know you are here.
One Great Hour of Sharing is the Lenten
Offering of the United Church of Christ that
supports disaster, refugee, and development
actions.
In a world where communities are being
displaced by the catastrophes of war, famine and
natural disasters, the church is called to reclaim
the spiritual discipline of solidarity. The church is
called to stand in solidarity with these refugee
communities as they seek to move beyond the
trauma of displacement and toward a new life of
well-being and promise

World Day of Prayer
March 4
“I Know the Plans I Have for You”
(Jeremiah 29:11)
The origins of World Day of Prayer date back to
the 19th century when Christian women of
United States and Canada initiated a variety of
cooperative activities in support of women’s
involvement in mission at home and in other
parts of the world.
Today it is an international organization, focusing
on issues of justice and peace. They have a
particular focus on issues that effect women and
children around the world. They also strive for
unity among women of different countries.

hhhhh

Women were encouraged to engage in personal
prayer in groups or as individuals. Founders had
a vision of Christian unity that was seen as
essential to their exercise of mission. From 1927
up to now, women gather to pray with women
from a different country. A theme developed by
the WDP Committee inspires informed prayer
and prayerful action.

We will be accepting your donations to One
Great Hour of Sharing throughout the month of
March. You may place your gift in the offering
plate on any Sunday, or you may mail it to the
church. Please note that it is for OGHS and
make checks payable to Lockport UCC.

The theme for the World Day of Prayer 2022,
“I Know the Plans I Have for You” is based on
the letter from the prophet Jeremiah to the
survivors carried into exile from Jerusalem to
Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar. It was
developed by women in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

eekly Vine
The Weekly Vine was initially begun as a means
of keeping in touch while the church was closed.
Since re-opening, we have continued it to reach
out to folks who cannot attend worship. It also
serves as a way to relay news that happens
between issues of the bi-monthly newsletter.
In the Vine, we share the full sermon from that
week, some highlights from our service, and also
any prayer concerns or news that comes up.
All of our shut-in members automatically receive
the letter in the mail. It is also be available to
others via e-mail. If we don’t have your e-mail,
however, you will not receive it unless you
contact us.
If you would like to receive the Weekly Vine, just
contact Cyndy and provide your e-mail address.
If you are receiving it and would rather not, let
Cyndy know that, too.
Help Us Keep In Touch
E-mails are a great way for us to get in touch
with members when there is a need – Snow
cancellations, a meeting change, etc. If we don’t
have yours, please take a moment to send an
e-mail note to Cyndy, then we’ll have yours on
file when we need to be in touch quickly.

... Safely
Here’s some things to be aware of
if you attend services on Sundays.
 Please wear a mask over your nose and
mouth at all times while in the building
 Keep a distance of 6 feet from anyone who is
not part of your household
 Dress appropriately for the weather. Doors
and windows may be open and fans on to
promote better ventilation.
 There will be no hymnals or Bibles available.
If you wish to use a Bible, please bring one
with you.
 We ask that you NOT come to worship if
you, or anyone in your household, have any
cold or flu type symptoms, have had any
recent possible exposure to Covid, have
traveled recently, or have any other reason to
think that you could possibly put others at
risk.
 If you test positive for Covid after attending
worship or other meeting at church, please
notify the church immediately.
If we all follow these guidelines,
we can worship together safely.
We ask for your patience, understanding,
and consideration of others’ feelings.

Traditionally Lent is a time during which we “give up” something, but
more recently many people have moved to “taking on” something
during the Lenten season. Perhaps it’s exploring a particular spiritual
practice, or engaging in a new form of service to others, or adding a
special mindfulness to some aspect of one’s daily life. Lent offers us
the opportunity to make a small change in our busy lives, and practice
that change, and perhaps to make that change permanent. What are
you taking on for Lent?

Let Us Overcome
by Roger Courtney
The season of Lent and the celebration of Easter is the
acknowledgment of the power of the divine spirit working through us
to transform the most negative of situations. Let us commit ourselves
to overcoming hate with love.

When surrounded by anxiety
Let us overcome fear with compassion
When surrounded by ignorance and disinformation
Let us overcome lies with truth
When surrounded by people who have little control over their own lives
Let us overcome oppression with freedom
When surrounded by people who are treated badly
Let us overcome injustice with fairness
When surrounded by war and violent conflicts
Let us overcome violence with non-violence
When surrounded by negativity and cynicism
Let us overcome pessimism with hope
When surrounded by unresolved guilt because of things done in the past
Let us overcome guilt with forgiveness
When surrounded by self-centerdness and materialism
Let us overcome selfishness with service
When surrounded by unresolved animosities
Let us overcome conflict with reconciliation

And as we approach Easter Sunday, let us overcome the grief and dissolution of Good Friday
with the joyful transforming presence of the risen Lord.

