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Open to God’s Spirit, we reach out in Love to the World and invite All to journey with us
An Open and Affirming Congregation

JUNE – JULY 2022
Pentecost Sunday
On June 5 we will celebrate the Birth of the Church in our morning worship service. Pentecost is
celebrated on the 50th day from Easter Sunday. It commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit
upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast
of Weeks, as described in the Acts of the Apostles.

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.”
– Acts 2:1-2
Religious holidays such as Pentecost, punctuate the year to remind us of God’s grace breaking into
ordinary time. On these special days, we celebrate and express our gratitude for that grace.

Long Years Ago
by David Stevenson
Long years ago the promised Holy Spirit
With wind and flame, in resurrection might
Inspired true love, compassion rich within it,
And now as then rekindles vision’s light.
So sing, my soul, of Pentecost’s new birth,
Emmanuel – God with us here!
We live in you, revealed alive on earth;
Abide in you, forever near!
Not far away but in the depths of being,
Essence of life, our living’s very ground,
Divine takes flesh, first fruits in Jesus seeing,
Indwelling God in humankind profound.
Keeping the feast, the Spirit’s proclamation,
We find your grace within our neighbor too;
Own you life’s fount, sustaining all creation,
Refreshing source forever making new.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
Here is a list of Worship
Themes Pastor Rick
has planned for
Upcoming Services
June 5 – Pentecost Sunday
(with communion)
Text: Acts 2:1-21
Sermon: When the Spirit Comes
June 12 – Trinity Sunday/First Sunday after Pentecost
Text: John 16:12-15
Sermon: The Spirit of Truth

Our complete newsletter
and lots of other information
is available on our website at:

lockportucc.com

RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER
VIA E-MAIL
If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, just send
your e-mail address to Cyndy
It’s a quick and easy way
to get your newsletter, and
it will save the church money.

June 19 – Second Sunday after Pentecost
Text: 1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15a
Sermon: In the Silence
June 26 – Third Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Luke 9:51-56
Sermon: Jesus and Rejection
July 3 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost (with communion)
Text: 2 Kings 5:1-14
Sermon: Humbled and Healed

HOW TO REACH US
Church Office
98 East Ave. 433-2545

July 10 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
To Be Announced
Pastor Rick will be away
July 17 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
To Be Announced
Pastor Rick will be away
July 24 – Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Luke 11:1-13
Sermon: The Friend at the Door
July 31 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Sermon: Under the Sun

If you are Hospitalized
or in need of Pastoral Care
please contact Pastor Rick
or the Church Office

Message from Pastor Rick
Happy summer, everyone! We know that summer
officially arrives in June, and as I sit on my front porch
in a t-shirt and shorts at 7 a.m. in mid-May writing this
pastoral note, I feel confident that summer will indeed
arrive soon. There have been many weather-related
ups and downs in the month of May and close calls
with the garden flowers I may have planted too early!
It’s hard not to get out and celebrate sunshine and
warmth when it finally arrives here in Western New
York after the long, long months of winter.
It’s amazing to me that nearly a year has passed since my first Sunday with you in July of 2021. Our
pastor/congregation relationship was formalized the following September, and I’m grateful for the ways
you have let me into your lives in times of both joy and sadness. It’s a privilege to lead you in worship
on Sundays and to share from the pulpit. Thank you for this year and all that it has meant in my own life.
Our church Council has been taking some time each month during their regular meetings to assess our
church’s health and the best ways to plan for the future. I am serving you on a limited (part-time) basis,
and the designated term of two years will continue until mid-September of 2023. Much of my pastoral
experience over the past forty years (beginning August 1982 – hard to believe!) has been with helping
churches figure out the best ways to use their resources and community influence. We all know that
Lockport UCC has diminished over the years in both human and financial resources. I anticipate that
the conversations I have led in Council will soon become a process that involves the whole congregation
to discern our future. Thank you for your commitment to Lockport UCC and for your prayers for wisdom
and courage as we seek God’s will together!
Summer is a time for recreation and relaxation – and it’s a time to see God’s glory in its fullness, all
around us. I hope that your experience of the holy during these months will include worship on Sunday
mornings. I look forward to seeing you there! As always, I encourage you to let me know how I can
provide pastoral care to you and your loved ones. Please do not ever hesitate to contact me (585-4052825) when I may do so.

Blessings and Peace!
Pastor Rick
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LaVerne Rongo
passed away on May 11.

Happy Summer to
Our Shut-in Members

We send our
condolences to
the Rongo Family,
and hold them
in our prayers.
Linda Layer
Mt. View Assisted Living
5465 Upper Mountain Rd. - Room 408A
Lockport, NY 14094

David Payne
Lockport Rehab & Health Care Center
909 Lincoln Avenue - Lockport, NY 14094

eekly Vine
THE VINEYARD
A publication of The Lockport
United Church of Christ
98 East Avenue
Lockport, New York 14094
(716) 433-2545
The Vineyard is published
bi-monthly to keep members
and friends informed about
programs of the church
and news of its people.

Submissions Welcome
Deadline for Next Issue:
July 17, 2022

The Weekly Vine continues to be published weekly. In the
Vine, we share the full sermon from that week, some highlights
from our service, and also any prayer concerns or news that
comes up.
All of our shut-in members automatically receive the letter in
the mail. It is also be available to others via e-mail. If we
don’t have your e-mail, however, you will not receive it
unless you contact us.
If you would like to receive the Weekly Vine, just contact Cyndy
and provide your e-mail address. If you are receiving it and
would rather not, let Cyndy know that, too.
Help Us Keep In Touch
E-mails are a great way for us to get in touch with members
when there is a need – Snow cancellations, a meeting change,
etc. If we don’t have yours, please take a moment to send an
e-mail note to Cyndy, then we’ll have yours on file when we
need to be in touch quickly.

Open and Affirming
Anniversary
June 26 is “Open and Affirming Sunday” in the
United Church of Christ. This coincides closely
with the date that our church membership voted
to become an Open and Affirming congregation
– June 18, 2017. It became official when the UCC approved
our application on July 13.
This is a great time to remember and celebrate this major step
in the life of our church to say that we welcome all people from
all walks of life!

Offering for UCC
Open and Affirming Coalition
The Open and Affirming Coalition is an independent non-profit.
Although they work closely with the UCC’s national ministries,
they receive no regular funding from Our Church’s Wider
Mission. The national ONA program is funded by contributions.
As an ONA church, we would like to show our support for the
coalition, as well as our gratitude for the assistance we
received during our Open and Affirming process. Our
donations will also help insure that the assistance will be there
for other churches seeking to become ONA congregations.

Little Food Pantry
Thanks to everyone who has
been supporting our Little
Pantry in front of the church.
Please keep bringing your
donations of food. With your
help, we are doing a lot to help
needy families in our own
neighborhood!

Throughout June, we will be accepting your donations to the
ONA Coalition. If you would like to contribute, just drop your
donation in the collection plate on any Sunday, or mail your gift
to the church. Please note that it is for “ONA”, and make
checks payable to Lockport UCC.

Little Library

Simple Fare Dinners
for June and July
Edna and her crew of helpers are continuing to serve our free
monthly dinners to assist those in our community who struggle
with food insecurity
The dinners will be Take-Out only, on the 4th Wednesday of
each month, between 5:00 and 6:00 PM.
Upcoming dinners are planned for June 22 and July 27. If you
would like to help prepare or serve meals, please contact Edna
to volunteer.

Please remember to keep our
Little Library in mind, too. It’s
very popular, and we have been
sharing a lot of books with our
community.
Please hold off on bringing any
adult books for the time being.
We have a large supply of those
at the moment.
We continue to need books for
kids, however. Those are the
most popular and they go
quickly.

General Fund
Summary
March 22 thru May 22

1
12
12
13
24
24
24
26

Lindsay Bechtold
Al Gritzmacher
Jeff Rongo
Skylar Hoste
James Babcock
Maureen Bechtold
Nancy Sy
Bobbi Gritzmacher

In the interest of keeping
the congregation informed,
the Church Council has
opted to publish a
thumbnail sketch of our
church finances in each
newsletter.
Income from Pledges & Offerings

6,013.41

Other Income

600.00

Total Income

6,613.41

Withdrawals From Investments

5,000.00

Total Expenses

9,096.57

If you have questions at any time about
our finances, please feel free to contact me.
I am always happy to speak with you.
4
8
8
10
17
19
19
24
27
30
31

Richard Dodge III
Tina Pike
Sam Corrieri
Daunt Stenzel
Barbara Carlson
Kendyl Dodge
Magden Ferrari
Marissa Bechtold
Helen Boots
Barbara Stein
Margaret Stenzel

Cyndy Corrieri, Treasurer

Budget Savings
Our Church Council is always conscious of our tight financial
picture, and makes every attempt to keep expenses as low as
possible, without compromising our mission and ministry.
In that spirit, they recently explored other options for our church
insurance. The company we were insured with imposed a
rather hefty premium increase for 2022, so we asked our agent
to search for a more economical alternative for us.

June 18, 1983
Jeff & Helen Boots
June 24, 1961
Audrey & Richard Woolson
July 30, 2005
Scott & Rebecca Mietlowski

The premium with our current
insurer was $15,851 per year.
We have been able to secure a
policy with an annual premium of
$8,211 to cover our building,
liability and cemetery. This will be
a savings of $7,640 a year.
That’s Good News!

Church Council

Opportunities
for
Sharing

will meet on
June 12
and
July 3
following the
morning worship service

RIP Medical Debt Relief
Just a reminder that our ongoing mission project to support
medical debt relief continues.
The RIP Medical Debt organization buys up unpaid debt for
pennies on the dollar. For every $100 donated they can buy
$10,000 worth of debt. Then they simply forgive the debt!
This can mean a world of difference to people living under the
weight of unpaid medical debt. Since their inception, RIP has
abolished $6.7 billion in medical debt for more than 3.6
million people – and adding every day!
We have chosen a way to support this project which requires
very little effort on the part of our members. We have a
collection box in the church narthex and ask if you might just
donate your loose change to this effort.
Your pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters can add up to do a
lot of good. (Donations of folding money are welcome too)

Emergency Relief for Ukraine
Although our specifically targeted Ukraine offering is
concluded, we will continue to accept gifts for the people of
Ukraine at any time. There are envelopes in the narthex, or you
may mail your donation to the church. Please note that it is for
“Ukraine” and make checks payable to Lockport UCC.

June 19
Our Church Cemetery
Plots in St. Peter’s Cemetery
are available for $800 each. If
you would like to purchase
plots, just call Dan Holler and
he will be happy to help you with
that.

Covid
Restrictions
for Worship
Services
The Church Council has
decided to keep some of our
Covid safety precautions in
place for the time being.
Numbers have been on the rise
recently, and our area (Niagara
& Erie Counties) are in the “red”
zone for infection rates. The
Council is continuously
monitoring this and will make
changes as the situation allows.
Please be considerate of their
decision, and understand that
they are trying to protect our
members and visitors.
 You may remove your
mask while sitting in the
pew, but please wear a
mask over your nose and
mouth at all other times
while in the building
 We ask that you NOT come
to worship if you, or anyone
in your household, have any
cold or flu type symptoms,
have had any recent
possible exposure to Covid,
have traveled recently, or
have any other reason to
think that you could possibly
put others at risk.
 If you test positive for
Covid after attending
worship or other meeting at
church, please notify the
church immediately.

A Summer Prayer
Joyce Rupp
May you breathe in the beauty of summer
with its power of transformation.
May the God of summer give us beauty.
May you seek and find spaces of repose
during these summer months.
May these moments refresh and restore
the tired places within you.
May the God of summer give us rest.
May you be open to times of celebration and recreation
that are so much a part of summer.
May you find happiness in these times of play and leisure.
May the God of summer give us joy.
May your eyes see the wonders of summer’s colors.
May these colors delight you and entice you
into contemplation and joy.
May the God of summer give us inner light.
May you find shelter when the stormy skies of summer
threaten your safety.
May that shelter be comforting when inner storms
threaten our peace of mind and heart.
May the God of summer give us peace.
May you feel the energy of summer rains penetrating
thirsty gardens, lawns, and farmlands.
May these rains remind you that your inner thirst
needs quenching.
May your inner self be refreshed, restored, and renewed.
May the God of summer give us what we need for healing.

United Church of Christ Responds to Recent Violence
We have all been shocked and saddened by recent incidents of murder in Buffalo, Texas, and other
places. The UCC is responding with prayers, as well as support for programs to help those affected.
Local UCC churches in Buffalo are helping to feed people in the community around the Tops Market, a
food desert, and donating other grocery items.
We add our prayers of healing and hope for the families of the victims. May they be comforted in their
loss, and encouraged by all who care.
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UCC officers pray for healing following racist killings at Buffalo grocery store
by UCC Leadership | published on May 15, 2022
God of eternal hope and healing, the United States awakens again to the news of lives lost in an act of
terrorism – this time in the city of Buffalo.
We heal wounds like these lightly, quickly moving from one tragedy to another with no way of knowing
fully how to grieve, how to express our outrage, or how to fully understand what happened and what we
can do to prevent it from ever happening again.
We feel powerless. We feel hopeless.
We feel grief upon grief compounding, until we just stop feeling anything at all as we desensitize
ourselves to it.
Abide with us as we face fully into the grief and the fear, turning not our faces away from the horror of
it all. Transform our outrage and our grief into action. Let the power of your love embolden us and
empower us to face fully the ongoing impact of race hate in America. Help us to end the cycles of
violence and enact legislation that reduces the threat of gun violence and mass shootings.
Help us to face fully into the possessive investment in whiteness in the United States and atone for the
sins of race hate and racial animus. Stir us to repent for the many ways we are complicit in seeding the
lies of white dominance that fuel racial hatred and fear. Give us the courage to seed truth and shape a
world that understands, embraces, and maintains your vision of shalom where all are known and loved
for who they are and who you have called them to be.
Only then will the violence end.
Only then will we know the healing power of your enduring love.
Until then, help us all attend to the grief of those whose loved ones in Buffalo were tragically gunned
down in this new act of race hate. Their grief is our grief. Their anguish is our anguish. Their rage is our
rage. May attentiveness to their grieving hearts also be the work of our hands as we come together to
heal and to build a world where hate has no home. Amen.
Faithfully,
The National Officers of the United Church of Christ
The Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, General Minister and President
The Rev. Traci Blackmon and The Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson, Associate General Ministers

‘End the cycle of violence,’ UCC officers pray after deaths in Texas school shooting
by UCC Leadership | published on May 24, 2022
In utter and irrepressible grief we offer these words, giving collective voice to the anguish we all feel.
God, hear our prayer:
For the children now dead; For the teachers now dead; For the parents, family, and friends who will
spend the rest of their lives aching every night from the weight of this;
For a schoolhouse rendered trauma-laden and grief-stricken in a matter of minutes, whose students will
suffer PTSD in the wake of this tragedy;
For the caregivers in Uvalde now burdened with the task of managing the shared and collective grief of
a traumatized community who love their children;
For those who feel the new burden of useless guilt in the aftermath of this, wondering what else they
could have done to prevent this;
For the nation, so in love with our weapons that we continue to tolerate these mass shootings and the
grief they inflict without ever building the collective will needed to address it fully;
For the world, suffering a massive and collective grief of its own and witnessing acts of cruelty daily too
numerous to fully process.
Heal our gaping wounds. Restore our sense of compassion. Quiet the restlessness within us. Settle
the building righteous anger. Quicken the desire for peace.
Remove the chasm that sees race and religion and political persuasion as the marks of a person’s worth
and value. End the cycle of violence that begets more violence. Silence the voices that broker in fear
and division and create the hatred we see mounting everywhere between us.
Quiet the troubled soul thinking of grabbing the next gun and ending innocent lives.
Empower us all to act now, refusing to wait for the next horror show before we change the laws that make
guns and their discharge so accessible. Turn anguish to action; our rage to restoration; our hatred to
love; our grief to hope.
Let it never happen again. Ever. How much more can we bear, O Lord? How much more can we endure.
Be our rock of refuge. Be our light of inspiration. Be our beacon of hope.
Be the arms of love that hold us until the pain recedes.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen.
The National Officers of the United Church of Christ
The Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, General Minister and President
The Rev. Traci Blackmon and The Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson,
Associate General Ministers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1hGiACtGH8
A Pastoral Message from Rev Dr Marsha Williams - Transitional Conference
Minister of the New York Conference of the United Church of Christ

