The

VINEYARD
Newsletter of The Lockport United Church of Christ
Open to God’s Spirit, we reach out in Love to the World and invite All to journey with us
~ An Open and Affirming Congregation ~

OCTOBER – NOVEMBER 2022

Service of Remembrance
Sunday, November 6
This annual service is a time to remember those members we have lost in
the past year. You are also invited to submit any other names of loved
ones or friends you would like to remember. All names submitted will be
read in worship, as we light candles on the altar.
If you would like to submit names for this service, please do so by October
30. You may do so by putting your list of names in the collection plate. Or
you may call your names in to Cyndy.
We will also be sharing holy communion as part of this special service.

Divine Light, Radiant Holy One, Light of all Lights,
we call upon all the saints to be with us.
We remember how each one brought a touch of your light into our world.
We recall how each one reflected the radiance of your goodness.
We recount their loving deeds and rejoice in their faithfulness.
As we gaze upon the glowing candles, we will remember the powerful communion we have with
the saints – those who have blazed the trail before us – those whom we loved and followed – now
lost to this world, but always in our hearts. We will pause to be grateful for all we have learned
from them and for the ways in which they have helped us reflect the goodness of God.

From
Pastor Rick

Hello and Happy Fall Everyone!
As I write, it looks like fall has arrived with a vengeance. The skies over my home opened up this
morning and it has been POURING all day. The warm, warm days of summer came to a screeching halt
with the official arrival of fall last week. We removed our window AC unit and started piling up blankets
for the cold nights before we give in and turn on the furnace! While I don’t look forward to shorter days
and the inevitable snow of winter, certainly not as much as I look forward to spring and summer, I DO
love the dramatic changes and the crisp, cool days of autumn. As I prepared worship themes and
selected Scriptures and sermon titles for the next two months, I was a bit astonished that the start of
Advent is included in this newsletter! Time seems to move more quickly each year!
We have begun some important discussions about the future of Lockport UCC, and that conversation
reminds me of the seasons of the year. Change comes whether we like it or not, and we know that
change means we must prepare as best we can for whatever is ahead. I’m grateful for the folks who
gathered for a congregational meeting after worship on September 18. The discussion was open and
honest and filled with the certainty that God will be with us no matter what the future holds. The
consensus of those attending is that it is wise at this point in our church’s life to gather information about
the potential sale of our building. The cost of maintaining a very large facility for a very small
congregation is questionable stewardship, especially as our financial resources have dwindled. Followup information will be shared as it becomes available. We plan to hold the next congregational meeting
on Sunday, November 6 after worship. Apart from our physical church building, it is important to discuss
and discern the future of our congregation. While many expressed through our recent survey and at the
congregational meeting that they believe our church’s life is nearing its end, that is not a foregone
conclusion even if the building is sold. We will talk about all of the possibilities the future might hold for
us when we meet on November 6. I hope that you will plan to be present that day. Your voice and your
ongoing prayers for the ministry of Lockport United Church of Christ are important and deeply
appreciated!

Grace and peace,
Pastor Rick

Worship
Schedule
Here is a list of Worship Themes Pastor Rick
has planned for Upcoming Services
October 2 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
Text: Luke 17:5-10
Sermon: The Sins of Scripture

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
Our complete newsletter
and lots of other information
is available on our website at:

lockportucc.com

RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER
VIA E-MAIL
If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, just send
your e-mail address to Cyndy

October 9 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Lay led service, with a sermon written by Pastor Rick
October 16 - Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

It’s a quick and easy way
to get your newsletter, and
it will save the church money.

Lay led service to be announced
October 23 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Luke 18:9-14
Sermon: How to Impress God
October 30 – Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Text: Luke 19:1-10
Sermon: Up a Tree
November 6 – Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
All Saints Sunday

HOW TO REACH US
Church Office
98 East Ave. 433-2545

Text: Luke 20:27-38
Sermon: Saints Alive!
November 13 – Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Service theme to be announced
November 20 – Reign of Christ Sunday
Stewardship Sunday
Text: Luke 12:41-48
Sermon: Stewards
November 27 – First Sunday of Advent
Text: Matthew 24:36-44
Sermon: Be Ready

If you are Hospitalized
or in need of Pastoral Care
please contact Pastor Rick
or the Church Office

Help Us
Keep In Touch
E-mails are a great way for us
to get in touch with members
when there is a need – Snow
cancellations, a meeting
change, etc. If we don’t have
yours, please take a moment
to send an e-mail note to
Cyndy, then we’ll have yours on
file when we need to be in touch
quickly.

Future Planning
Sunday, November 6
On November 6, after our morning worship service, we will
hold a congregational meeting.
In September we held our first meeting to begin a conversation
about the future of our church. We will continue that process
with another chance for discussion.
We hope that everyone will plan to be present for this
important gathering to share thoughts and information.

THE VINEYARD
A publication of The Lockport
United Church of Christ
98 East Avenue
Lockport, New York 14094
(716) 433-2545
The Vineyard is published
bi-monthly to keep members
and friends informed about
programs of the church
and news of its people.

Submissions Welcome
Deadline for Next Issue:
November 20, 2022

Community
Dinners
Edna and her crew of helpers are continuing to serve our free
monthly dinners to assist those in our community who struggle
with food insecurity
The dinners are served on the 4th Wednesday of each month,
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM. Starting in October, dinners will
be available as eat-in or take-out.
Dinners are planned for October 26 and November 23. If you
can help prepare or serve meals, or make deserts please
contact Edna to volunteer.

Thanksgiving Sunday

General Fund
Summary
July 24 thru September 30

On November 20 our morning worship will focus on giving
thanks to God for the abundant blessings in our lives. This will
also be . . . . .

Stewardship Sunday
We will be dedicating our pledges for 2023 in worship that
morning. This is one way to show your thanks to God! (Please
have your pledge cards returned on or before this Sunday.)

Congregational Meeting
Immediately following our worship service, we will remain in the
sanctuary for a congregational meeting.
This year, the Church Council will be mailing out our proposed
2023 budget in advance of the meeting. This will allow us to
keep the meeting short. Please look over the budget before
coming to the meeting, and be prepared to ask any questions
you may have. Then we will take the vote.

In the interest of keeping the
congregation informed, the Church
Council has opted to publish a
thumbnail sketch of our church
finances in each newsletter.
Income from
Pledges & Offerings

5,979.00

Other Income

120.00

Total Income

6,090.00

Withdrawals From
Investments

5,000.00

Total Expenses

9,188.25

If you have questions at any
time about our finances, please
feel free to contact me. I am
always happy to speak with you.
Cyndy Corrieri, Treasurer

Church Council

Annual
Stewardship Drive
Letters and pledge cards for
our 2023 stewardship drive
will be going in the mail soon.
This is a crucial time of
transition in our church, and
we need the support of our
members.
When your stewardship letter arrives, please think about what
the church means for you, as well as the many ministries of our
church, and how many lives are touched by our continuing
presence in the community.
Once you’ve made your decision, please return your pledge
card on or before November 20.

will meet on October 23
(November meeting
is still to be determined)

Our Church
Cemetery
Plots in St. Peter’s Cemetery are
available for $800 each. If you
would like to
purchase plots,
just call Dan
Holler and he will
be happy to help
you with that.

Sock Collection
The Salvation Army has
expressed a need for socks, as
the winter approaches. Socks
are one of their most requested
items, and their supply is low.

42nd Annual CROP Hunger Walk
Sunday, October 16
If you would like to walk:
In an effort to help them meet
this need in our community, we
will be accepting donations of
new socks for men, women or
children throughout the month of
October.

Registration begins at 12:30 pm
at First Presbyterian Church
(Note the location change)
The walk begins at 1:00 pm
If you would like to make a donation:
You may place your gift in the offering plate
on any Sunday throughout October
or mail it in to the church
Please have it in by the end of October,
and be sure to note that it is for CROP.
Checks should be payable to Lockport UCC.

If you would like to help, just
bring your socks to church on
any Sunday and we will see that
they get to the Salvation Army.
(Due to health regulations they
cannot accept used socks - they
must be new and in the
package.)

This is the 42nd annual CROP Walk for Hunger in Lockport.
The pastors of Plymouth and St. Peter’s were instrumental in
establishing the walk locally, and our church has been
supporting it every year since. The walk raises money to fight
hunger around the world and right here in our own community.
25% of the money raised stays here locally to support hunger
ministries.

“For I was hungry,
and you gave Me something to eat;
I was thirsty,
and you gave Me something to drink;
I was a stranger,
and you invited me in....”
- Matthew 25: 35
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Sara Boots
Hailey Bechtold
Robert Bechtold
Laurel Klino
Cali-Rae Haseley
Nicolino Pellegrino
Logan Leibovitch
Gary Budde
David Henning
Cheryl Reid

Our Bible study classes are in
full swing for Fall. We have two
to choose from. Both are
informal, and lay-lead. (But
Pastor Rick may stop by from
time to time.) Newcomers are
always welcome at either one!

Tuesday Morning
Class
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26

This class meets weekly, at
10:00 am, in the Mayflower
Room. They generally discuss
the lectionary scripture readings
for the upcoming Sunday
worship. If you need more
information please speak to
Nancy Sy.

Larry Henn
Jenna Le
Jonathan Reid

Disciple Class
October 20, 1980
Bob & Maureen Bechtold
October 28, 1972
James & Elaine Babcock
Nov. 22, 1997
Richard & Tammy Dodge

Anniversaries

The Disciple group is resuming
in October for a new class year.
They meet Thursday evenings,
5:30 to 7:00 pm, in the Chapel.
(Note the new time.)
If you would like to join the
Disciple class, please let Cyndy
know so that we can have
materials prepared for you.

Updated
Covid Policy
for Worship
The Church Council has been
monitoring the Covid situation
right along, and reviewing our
policies at each of their
meetings.
They did so again at their last
meeting and agreed to make
some changes to our policy for
worship.
 Masks will no longer be
r e q u i r e d i n wo r s h i p .
However, we care about
your health and encourage
anyone who wishes to wear
a mask to feel free to do so.

Neighbors in Need UCC Offering
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the
United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and
compassion throughout the United States.
One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian
Ministry. Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s
Justice and Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through
grants.
Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and
organizations doing justice work in their communities. These
grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to
community organizing and advocacy to address systemic
injustice.
We will be accepting gifts to NIN throughout the month of
October. If you would like to make a donation, just place it in
the offering plate on any Sunday, or mail to the church.
Be sure to note that it is for NIN, and make checks payable to
Lockport UCC.

November 6
 We continue to ask that you
NOT come to worship if
you, or anyone in your
household, have any cold or
flu type symptoms, have had
any recent possible
exposure to Covid, have
traveled recently, or have
any other reason to think that
you could possibly put others
at risk.

marks the return to Standard Time.
That means that we turn our clocks
back an hour before going to bed on
Saturday night. Remember to make
the adjustment, or you’ll be an hour
early for church on Sunday morning!

 If you test positive for
Covid after attending
worship or other meeting at
church, please notify the
church immediately.

The Vine continues to be published weekly. In the Vine, we
share the full sermon from that week, some highlights from our
service, and also any prayer concerns or news that comes up.

Thank you for helping
us keep everyone safe
by observing these
minimal guidelines

eekly Vine
All of our shut-in members automatically receive the letter in
the mail. It is also be available to others via e-mail. If we
don’t have your e-mail, however, you will not receive it
unless you contact us.
If you would like to receive the Weekly Vine, just contact Cyndy
and provide your e-mail address. If you are receiving it and
would rather not, let Cyndy know that, too.

Pantry Collection
Sunday, November 20
One way to show your thanks for all
that God has given you, is to feed
God’s hungry people.
During worship on Thanksgiving
Sunday we will be receiving your
donations of non-perishable foods
for the local food pantry. A wonderful way to make this
Thanksgiving holiday a little better for some local families.

Little Food Pantry

Happy Fall and
Thanksgiving
to Our
Shut-in Members

Thanks to everyone who has
been supporting our Little
Pantry in front of the church.
Please keep bringing your
donations of food. With your
help, we are doing a lot to help
needy families in our own
neighborhood!

Linda Layer
Mt. View Assisted Living
5465 Upper Mountain Rd.
Room 408A
Lockport, NY 14094
Beverly Yotter
Brookdale of Niagara
6751 Nash Rd.
N. Tonawanda, NY 14120

David Payne
Lockport Rehab &
Health Care Center
909 Lincoln Avenue
Lockport, NY 14094

Little Library
Please remember to keep our
Little Library in mind, too. It’s
very popular, and we have been
sharing a lot of books with our
community.
Please hold off on bringing any
adult books for the time being.
We have a large supply of those
at the moment.
We continue to need books for
kids, however. Those are the
most popular and at the present
time we have none to share.

Gratitude for the Little Moments
Gratitude, yes, for all the big things
that stand tall,
thick with abundance, joy, fruitfulness.
I cannot help but applaud
their presence.
But deep thankfulness
for the bite-sized pieces of my life?
I had not thought of them,
those little snippets of time
so easily consumed in the hurry and blur
of pretentious days.
The little moments,
assumed and presumed,
quickly slip through
the fingers of my busy life.
November gestures
with a wrinkled brown hand,
beckons me wisely to consider
those fleeting moments of grace,
in things quickly passing:
a walk on a musky-wooded path,
a cup of coffee silently savored,
a birdsong in the squeaky hours of dawn,
the gentle touch of a liver-spotted hand,
a loving letter from a grateful stranger,
a fading crescent moon in a royal blue sky.
I turn to gather
finely layered remnants like these
in the come and go of my days,
and discover with surprise,
how quickly my inner room
is a harvest place of gold.
- Joyce Rupp

